STEPBRIDGE ANNUAL REPORT – 2024-25

In general, both the UK Tournaments and the Club sessions, are still proving popular, giving great pleasure to many players.

On an operational basis it is estimated that StepBridge showed a deficit of about £580 over the year. 

This is not an actual figure, since it is based on the usage of Participation Points (previously ordered and paid for), some of which are ‘bonus points’ for bulk purchases. It can only be used as a measure of the general trend of the finances.

The StepBridge Director (Epko), has agreed to maintain the annual server licence fee at £5,000 per annum – for which we are grateful.

It must also be remembered that StepBridgeUK pays the WBU for Master Points, 10% of the revenue from Participation Points, and a proportion of the treasurer’s honorarium,
Consequently, the committee decided to apply a small increase in the ‘table money’ for each of the weekly tournaments (4), to 40PPs (£2), as from 1st. April.

It was hoped that we would be able to give some form of prizes for the weekly events, but the finances have not been strong enough to do this. If they do improve, we still try to do this in the next year. (Many clubs – in particular MGOnline – are having healthy numbers and are able to give regular prizes).
The participation in the weekly tournaments is fairly consistent, but there are concerns over the Friday evening sessions, which only average about 5 tables. The other evenings (Sun, Mon, Wed) are averaging about 9-13 tables.
Over the year we have tried (reasonably successfully) to encourage players to adopt the online web-platform, as opposed to the app version. Most players find this is preferable (there are still a few minor issues, which are on the developer’s ‘to-do’ list).
We have been advised there are substantial changes due in the next few months, but we are not aware of actual details.
I would like to give my personal thanks to our team of Directors (12), who regularly give their time for the UK tournaments.
Tony Haworth
